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Memo to professors and students leading the
divestiture campaign: Your campaign for divestiture
from Israel is deeply dishonest and hypocritical, and any
university that goes along with it does not deserve the
title of institution of higher learning.

You are dishonest because to single out Israel as
the only party to blame for the current impasse is to
perpetrate a lie. Historians can debate whether the
Camp David and Clinton peace proposals for a
Palestinian state were for 85, 90, or 97 percent of the
West Bank and Gaza. But what is not debatable is what
the proper Palestinian response should have been. It
should have been to tell Israel and America that their
peace proposals were the first fair offer they had ever
put forth, and although they still fell short of what
Palestinians feel is a just two-state solution, Palestinians
were now prepared to work with Israel and America to
achieve that end. The proper response was not a
Palestinian intifada and 100 suicide bombers, which
are what brought Ariel Sharon to power.

It is shameful that at a time when some Palestinians
are writing that they made a historic mistake in not
nurturing the Clinton peace offer, pro-Palestinian
professors and students in America and Europe
pretend that the only reason the occupation persists is
because of Israeli obstinacy. This approach will never
gain the Palestinians a state, and those who dabble in it
are simply prolonging Palestinian misery.
You are also hypocrites. 
• How is it that Egypt imprisons the leading democracy

advocate in the Arab world, after a phony trial, and not
a single student group in America calls for divestiture
from Egypt? (I'm not calling for it, but the silence is
telling.) 

• How is it that Syria occupies Lebanon for 25 years,
chokes the life out of its democracy, and not a single
student group calls for divestiture from Syria? 

• How is it that Saudi Arabia denies its women the most
basic human rights, and bans any other religion from
being practiced publicly on its soil, and not a single
student group calls for divestiture from Saudi Arabia?

Criticizing Israel is not anti-Semitic, and saying so is vile. But singling out Israel
for opprobrium and international sanction out of all proportion to any other

party in the Middle East is anti-Semitic, and not saying so is dishonest.
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