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PEACE EFFORTS
Rationale and Goals
• To lay out the main points of the peace process that started with the Oslo Accords in 1993 and continued  
   through the Road Map and Israel’s unilateral disengagement from Gaza in 2005, and to describe some of the  
   obstacles to realization of these plans.

• To introduce the different leaders on each side during the peace process and to show that while leaders in  
   Israel and the U.S. came from different parties, their different approaches still did not manage to resolve  
   the conflict. (See grid on page 23.)

• To document some of the obstacles to realizing these peace initiatives, such as the terrorist activity that  
   escalated between 1993 and 2000, the Intifada, Palestinian incitement against Israel, and the issue of Israeli  
   settlements and counterterrorism measures. (See grid on terrorism.)

Discussion Questions
• Why did Israel and Yasser Arafat of the PLO agree to negotiate in 1993, and what were the goals of the peace  
   process? How would you measure whether these goals had been met? (See first three paragraphs on p. 21 for  
   this discussion.)

• If you were making peace with a former enemy, what issues would you be willing to negotiate and  
   compromise on, and which issues would you not put on the table? How would you apply these criteria to  
   Palestinian-Israeli negotiations?

• Why did the Oslo Accords leave “final status issues”—the most difficult issues—to be negotiated at the end of  
   five years? Do you think this was a wise decision? Why or why not?

• What factors undermined the peace process? How could the process have been more successful?

• What is incitement? What role do you think the media, religious institutions and schools should play in  
   promoting peace? How do you think you and your friends would be affected if the media, religious  
   institutions and your school all promoted dislike for a former enemy? How do you think peace can be taught?

• What conclusions would you draw from the fact that there have been so many different peace plans since  
   1993: the Oslo Accords, the Road Map, and Israel’s unilateral disengagement from Gaza? How did they  
   differ from one another? What other proposals would you make?

• After Israel unilaterally withdrew from its security zone in Lebanon in the spring of 2000 and from Gaza in  
   August 2005, terrorism from both areas escalated. How do these results affect your views about Israel just  
   withdrawing from land that Palestinians claim? 

• Look at the two maps at the bottom of page 22. One is what Palestinians claim was offered at Camp David;  
   the other is what U.S. Ambassador Dennis Ross claims was offered. What are the differences in the maps?   
   Which source would you believe? What are the implications for peace considering the two sides do not  
   agree on what was discussed at their meetings?

• What impact do you think the 2006 election of Hamas, which does not support any peace agreements and  
   calls for an Arab-Muslim state to replace Israel, the West Bank and Gaza, has had on hopes for a peace agree- 
   ment?

• What role do you think the U.S., Arab countries and others should have in Palestinian-Israeli peace negotiations?

 

Israel 101: Pages 21-23



Activities
Activity 1 

Preparation:
Estimated time: 1-2 class periods • Materials: Copies of the grid of final status issues (see next page) for each 
student, Israel 101, Internet access if students wish to conduct more research 

Background: The unresolved outstanding issues need to be understood to grasp why negotiations have been 
so difficult. In this activity, students will research and fill in the positions for each side and then debate which 
issues seem negotiable and which do not or should not be negotiable. (Following the grid is a teacher’s grid 
with some of the reasoning presented.) Students should look through previous units of Israel 101 to help them 
complete this research. You should stress to students that while for them, this is a paper-and-pencil exercise, for 
Israelis and Palestinians, these are vital issues that affect their lives and can be a matter of life and death.

Activity:
1.  Give students the instructions in the background above. Divide them into working pairs to fill in the grid and  
     form some opinions of their own.
2.  Bring the class back together, and review each issue, having students comment about their findings.
3.  If there is considerable interest around one or more of the topics, you might have the students put on a formal  
     debate, with the class asking questions of those who represent each side and voting at the end about whose  
     position they believe is strongest.

Wrap-up: The outstanding issues remain contentious and have stalled the negotiations.

Debating the Final Status Issues



        Issue	             Palestinian Position	                          Israeli Position	                Justifications?  
                                                                                                                                            Compromise possible?

Borders
	
	

	

Jewish 
Settlements	

	

Refugees	

	

Security	
	

Pre-1967 Armistice lines, includ-
ing eastern Jerusalem, with no 
adjustments.

Adjustments to the pre-1967 armistice 
lines to include some West Bank terri-
tory with some possible land swaps to 
compensate Palestinians.	

Jerusalem, 
Temple Mount 
and Holy Sites

Eastern Jerusalem must be capi-
tal of future Palestinian state. 

Arafat and other religious leaders 
deny Jerusalem is holy to Jews 
and that a Jewish temple existed 
in Jerusalem. 

Prime Minister Barak offered the PA 
eastern Jerusalem at Camp David 
in 2000, and Prime Minister Olmert 
floated dividing Jerusalem.

Rising popular opposition to re-
dividing Jerusalem. 	

Israel must cease expanding 
settlements.

All Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza must be 
removed.

“Natural growth” of settlements 
is permitted, but no new settle-
ments are. Illegal outposts to be 
removed.

Borders adjusted to incorporate 
largest Jewish settlements into 
Israel. Uproot other settlements.	

All Palestinian refugees have the 
right to return to their former homes 
in Israel and receive compensation.

Israel must recognize the “right of 
return” even if most refugees choose 
not to go to Israel.

Palestinian refugees have no right 
to settle in Israel, but can settle in 
future Palestinian state.

There is no international law of 
“right of return.”

Jewish refugees from Arab lands 
should also receive recognition and 
compensation.	

PA must have security forces. Terrorism must end.

The PA must be demilitarized.	

Grid For Students



Grid For Teachers  
(some possible answers to Grid questions)

           Issue	             Palestinian Position	                          Israeli Position	                  Justifications?  
                                                                                                                                              Compromise possible?

      Borders
	
	

	
  
   

      Jewish 
      Settlements	

	

      Refugees	

	

      Security	
	

Israelis have no legitimate 
claims to any land in the West 
Bank and Gaza. 

Jews have legal, historic and security 
claims to this land, and security is of 
paramount importance. (See p. 17 of 
Israel 101.)

Jerusalem, 
Temple Mount 
and  Holy Sites

•  Al Aqsa Mosque is Islam’s third  
   holiest site, and Al Quds is holy  
   to Muslims.
•  Arafat and other religious  
   leaders deny Jerusalem is holy  
   to Jews and that a Jewish  
   temple existed in Jerusalem. 

•  Jerusalem has had a Jewish majority  
   for over 130 years. 
•  Jerusalem and the Temple Mount are  
   Judaism’s holiest sites; Jerusalem has   
   never been the capital of any state but  
   ancient Judea. 
•  Israel protects the religious freedom  
   and holy sites of all religious groups  
   in Jerusalem. Jerusalem should not  
   be divided, but for peace, Israel will  
   consider some kind of compromise.

No Jewish settlements should 
exist in the future Palestinian 
state.

Eighty percent of Israeli settlers live 
along the pre-’67 armistice lines. Mi-
nor border adjustments would bring 
them into Israel proper, and other land 
could be swapped to compensate.	

Israel is responsible for causing  
the Palestinian refugee problem,  
and the refugees are entitled to  
the international law of “right of 
return.”

•  Arab states launched the war that   
   caused the refugee problem. Israel  
   is not responsible. There is no in-  
   ternational law of “right of return.”
•  Palestinian claims to two states  
   runs counter to the logic of a two- 
   state solution.
•  Jewish refugees from Arab lands  
   must be accounted for.
•  Arab leaders have always threat- 
   ened to destroy Israel demographi- 
   cally through demanding a “right  
   of return.” See Israel 101, pp. 14-15.

Israel will have security once the 
Palestinian state is established. 

•  If terrorism doesn’t end during  
    the peace process, how can Israel  
    be sure terrorism will end later?
•  Israel has been repeatedly at- 
    tacked from the West Bank dur- 
    ing previous wars, and the West  
    Bank is close to Israel’s popula- 
    tion and economic centers. It  
    cannot risk endangering its popu- 
    lation.

Justifications Justifications



Activities
Activity 2 

Introduction to the Issues Dividing Israelis and Palestinians through Film

Preparation:
Estimated time: 1 class period • Materials: Internet access or DVD player to show the film “Blood and Tears,” 
available through libraries, at Amazon (www.amazon.com/Blood-Tears-Isidore-Rosmarin/dp/B000P29GJY ) or 
on YouTube, divided into eight parts at youtube.com/watch?v=m3wAn2zgne4&feature=related. 

Background: This documentary film includes interviews with Palestinians and Israelis and gives viewers a 
vivid sense of the issues and concerns of each side.

Activity:  
Show the film to students. Then discuss:

   • How informative do you think this film was?
   • What were the major issues and views dividing the two sides?
   • How did the views and issues presented confirm or differ from what you have been learning in Israel 101?

Note to Teachers: You may wish to expand this activity to an extra class to include a discussion of the 2004 
Dennis Ross interview about the peace process at the Council on Foreign Relations (available online at  
www.cfr.org/publication/7355/missing_peace.html), and ask students:

   • How much did the interview corroborate with what you saw in the film? How much did it differ?
   • What different insights did the Dennis Ross interview give you?
   • How much of a possibility for reconciliation and peace did you see in the film? In the interview?



Activities
Activity 3 

What is incitement, and how does it affect people?

Preparation:
Estimated time: 1-2 class periods • Materials: Internet access, video projector, and Itamar Marcus article 
(included at the end of this lesson plan).

Background: One of Israel’s grievances during the peace process was that the Palestinian Authority was not 
preparing its people for peace. Peace must be taught so that formerly hostile populations can compromise and 
accept one another. Show material from Itamar Marcus’ Web site and pass out the summary report that Itamar 
Marcus wrote about how Palestinian children are educated and to what they are exposed. The full article is in 
the Resources section of this unit. This activity can spur discussions not only about a major obstacle to peace, 
but also the impact of the media, freedom of the press, and how the media could teach peace.

Activity: Explain the facts and ideas in the above background to students. 
1. Have students read the Itamar Marcus article and/or show them excerpts from Palestine Media Watch, such as:

    • Yasser Arafat’s Message to Children: “Be a Shahid” at  pmw.org.il/asx/PMW_Arafat_7.asx 
    • Hamas Mickey Mouse Teaches Terror to Kids at www.youtube.com/watch?v=gi-c6lbFGC4 
    • Genocide of Jews is God’s Will at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qSwpAX1xvrc&feature=related 
    • Sermon calling for the death of Jews at pmw.org.il/asx/PMW_Halabiya_war_7.asx   
   
    Students can also explore the Palestine Media Watch website at pmw.org.il. 

2. Classroom discussion:  After students have reviewed this material, conduct a discussion and touch on the 
    following issues:

   • How did you feel about the videos, sermons and leaders’ statements that you saw or read? How would they af- 
      fect you?

    • What are the main messages that come out of this material regarding peace, Palestinian goals, Palestinian  
      attitudes toward a two-state solution, and what young people should do to bring about a solution to the  
      conflict?

    • Why would this material make Israel uneasy about the sincerity of Palestinian leaders’ claims that they  
      support a two-state solution and peace? How legitimate do you think the Israelis’ concern is?

    • Compare the videos with children’s programs in the U.S. How are they similar or different?

    • What role do you think these images and leaders’ statements have in shaping public opinion within the  
       Palestinian public? How would they affect you? How powerful is the media in shaping attitudes?

    • What kinds of messages do you think leaders, media and teachers should be giving to the Palestinian  
       public? 



Activities
Activity 3 

    • What kinds of videos, sermons, education, and media would you design to change attitudes in the  
       Palestinian public? How can reconciliation and peace be promoted in a society?

    • While it is not necessarily expected that former enemies will come to like each other, there must be some  
       degree of acceptance and agreement to end hostilities and move forward to building a civic society. What  
       would be the minimum changes in attitude necessary for this to occur, and how could the media and other  
       authorities bring them about?  

Wrap-Up: This activity explains why a central Israeli grievance has been that Palestinian anti-Israel, anti-Jewish 
incitement is an obstacle to peace and why Israel claims that reconciliation, understanding and peace must be 
taught.  



Activities
Activity 4 

Tracking the Stumbling Blocks to Peace:  
Terrorism and Withdrawals

Preparation:
Estimated time: 1 class period • Materials: Israel 101 and internet access if students wish to do more research.

Background: The Palestinian Authority frequently complained that Israel had not completed its scheduled with-
drawals while Israel countered that terrorism prevented these withdrawals. However, by 1997, Israel had with-
drawn so that over 98 percent of Palestinians were self-governing under the Palestinian Authority, which is why 
Israel’s “Operation Defensive Shield” in March-April 2002 was said to be a “reoccupation” of the West Bank. 
In this activity, students track and correlate the dates of significant events in the peace process, the number of 
terrorist acts at that time, and their apparent impact on the peace process and other events (such as Hamas’ elec-
tion in 2006).

Activity:  Explain the background information provided above to students. 

1. On a timeline, have students correlate the important advances in the peace processes (Israeli withdrawals,  
    new commitments signed, etc.) with setbacks (Rabin’s assassination, violence, Arafat’s rejection of Camp  
    David offer and fatalities from terrorism).

2.  Conduct a discussion with students, raising the following questions:

   • How does this correlation of events help you understand the highs and lows of the peace processes?
   • How does this chronology of events shed light on what moves the peace process forward and what sets it  
      back?
   • What does this chronology suggest about why Oslo failed, and what does it suggest about what is necessary  
      for future agreements to succeed?

Wrap-up: Israel tried to move forward with the peace process, but believed that Palestinians were violating the 
fundamental terms of the process; Palestinians balked at the growth of Israel’s settlements, what it claimed was 
Israel’s slowness in withdrawing from additional areas of the West Bank, and believed the final status issues 
would not meet their demands. The eruption of the Intifada in September 2000 effectively ended the Oslo peace 
process, which was followed by other attempts to find a path to peace. After the election of Hamas in January 
2006, which is dedicated to the destruction of the Jewish State, Israel focused on negotiations with PA President 
Mahmoud Abbas. 



Resources
Itamar Marcus Article for Activity #2 

Special Report # 30 [Sept. 11, 2000]
Rape, Murder, Violence and War for Allah Against the Jews: 
Summer 2000 on Palestinian Television
by Itamar Marcus, Director 

Introduction
Palestinian Authority [PA] television broadcasting of violence and hate has reached unprecedented levels this 
summer and has created an atmosphere of the eve of outbreak of war. Palestinian television is currently broad-
casting a systematic campaign that negates the peace process and reconciliation. Included are abundant violence 
clips, the depiction of Israeli soldiers as rapists and murderers, call for eternal war against the Jews, military 
marches, libelous accusations, denial of Israel’s right to exist, and education of Palestinian children to see all 
of Israel as stolen “Palestine.” These inciting broadcasts appear frequently each day, beginning with afternoon 
children’s programming and ending with the closing of the programs at night. 

False accusations against Israel and Israeli soldiers and the presentation of Israelis as murderers have long been 
regular subject matter of the Palestinian media. This week on “Panorama,” Palestinian television’s cultural 
program, a brutal scene from a Palestinian movie was shown in which Israeli soldiers throw a Palestinian girl on 
top of their jeep and rape her, and then murder her parents. (See part 1).

The messages on the religious broadcasts by the official Palestinian Authority religious leadership this summer, 
show that the religious worldview of the Palestinian Authority is identical to the principles of the Hamas. Ac-
cording to the Palestinian Authority religious leadership, Islam’s war with the Jews is eternal, the peace agree-
ments are temporary, and Allah will inevitably liquidate the state of Israel. (See part 2).

One category of the heightened incitement that can be measured is the increase in quantity and heightening of 
the severity of violence clips on PA TV. As an established daily routine, clips showing violence against Israel 
and the Israeli army are shown daily between regular programming on Palestinian television. By using pictures 
of riots from different time periods, which have undergone careful editing, Israeli soldiers are presented as cruel 
and murderous while the Palestinians, especially the children, are presented as heroic fighters. Broadcasting 
these clips creates a perpetual warlike atmosphere. The hypothetical Israeli equivalent would be were Israeli 
television to broadcast daily old footage of suicide bombings. In recent weeks PA TV is showing many times the 
usual number of these clips.

In addition, Palestinian television began broadcasting this week a clip called “Where are the Millions [Masses]” 
which in the past has been identified as a call to go to the streets and riot. Over the last week this clip has been 
shown every single day, following a number of years during which our research staff has not seen it at all. (See 
part 3).

This week the new PA schoolbooks were presented to the press and Israel still does not appear on a single map 
in any schoolbook while its place is marked as “Palestine.” This education of children to deny Israel’s existence 



is reinforced regularly on children’s television programs in which the entire land of Israel is presented as stolen 
Palestine. (See part 4).

False accusations such as those of Suha Arafat, who said that Israel attacks Palestinians with gas, are heard in-
cessantly by officials in the Palestinian Authority. Recently, the PA has been reporting that Israel is distributing 
drugs in order to hurt Palestinian youth, together with other false accusations. 
(See part 5).

This paper will present a number of representative examples of the above themes that have been appearing this 
summer in the Palestinian Authority’s official TV broadcasts from Ramallah. 

Contents
1. Israelis presented as murderers and rapists.
2. Islam’s eternal religious war against the Jewish people.
3. Encouragement of violence in clips and praise for terrorists.
4. Education: “Palestine”–Metulla to Eilat– is temporarily in chains.
5. Libelous accusations.

Israelis presented as rapists and murderers
A. Libelous accusations against Israel and Israeli soldiers are fundamental elements in the Palestinian media.  
     This week on the “Panorama” cultural show, a horrific scene from a Palestinian movie was shown in which  
     Israeli soldiers rape a girl and murder her parents. In the scene Israeli paratroopers wearing red berets tor- 
     ment a Palestinian family. A soldier conducts a search and when he does not find anything the soldiers take  
     the girl, drag her to the hood of the jeep and rape her. The parents try to resist and after the rape the father is  
     shot and the mother is stabbed to death. The Israeli soldier calmly wipes the blood off the knife into his palm  
     and rubs the blood with his finders. The girl is rolled off the jeep to the ground, apparently, she is also mur- 
     dered. Throughout the scene, other soldiers are shown smiling and laughing. In the end the soldiers leave in  
     the jeep flying an Israeli flag.1

B. Palestinian television broadcasts archive scenes from the Intifada, which have been edited to present a dis 
     torted picture. During a day of special broadcasting upon Yasser Arafat’s return from Camp David, a clip was  
     broadcast that included an Israeli soldier shooting followed by a girl falling to the ground. The viewer con- 
     cludes that the girl was shot in the back by the soldier. However, a slow viewing clearly shows that there is  
     no connection between the two scenes. The message of the clip: Israeli soldiers shoot children in the back. 2

C. Throughout the summer vacation, summer camps were held to give the children semi-military training and  
     inculcate them with anti-Israeli ideology. Messages to the children included the presentation of Israel in gen- 
     eral and Israeli residents of Judea and Samaria specifically as murderers. In one summer camp, girls per- 
     formed a skit that was shown on Palestinian TV. The skit begins with a father talking with his boy Salah out  
     in the field:

     Salah:“Father, why do the settlers take people’s lands?” 
     Father:“These settlers, we must not trust them. They take away lands in order to build tall buildings for     
     themselves, and we’ll go out into the street.”
     Father (to Muhammad):“What is the goal of the settlers on your land?”
     Muhammad:“They want my land that I have plowed and reaped.”
     Father:“These dogs, the settlers take but they don’t give.”

     The father is then left alone in the field. A group of armed settlers enters, one of them dressed as an Israeli    



     soldier. The father says, “Get off my land! Get off my land! Stop taking other people’s property!”

     The settlers wave a piece of paper in the air and say, “Listen! It says on this paper that this land is ours!” The    
     father shouts, “This is my property!” and rips up the piece of paper. “I plowed it and reaped it.” Pushing and   
     hitting ensue. The father tells them, “Get off my land! I plowed and reaped it.” The “settlers” push him to the  
     ground, shoot him and run away. The son Salah returns and says to his father, “Father, Father, what have they  
     done to you? Why are you laying on the ground?” The dying father says to his son, “My son Salah, guard  
     this land because the settlers want to take the land that I have plowed.” The show ends. 3

     Presentation of Israelis in general and of settlers specifically as enemies and murderers of Palestinians and as    
     an existential threat to the Palestinians, is one of the fundamentals of the Palestinian Authority’s education.  
     This gained impetus in informal educational frameworks throughout the summer.

D. The Palestinians even make use of the classic anti-Semitic libel of blaming the Jews for Jesus’ murder. On  
     the weekly interview show “Good Morning Jerusalem” a Palestinian artist presented his new paintings,  
     among them a picture of Jesus with two Israeli soldiers standing at his sides. The artist explains:
     “Our struggle today against the other (Israel) is an eternal one. It can be said that it started 2,000 years ago    
     and continues until today. I demonstrate this though the figure of Jesus, who came to the world with a mes-  
     sage of justice and the other (Israel) side did what they did to him. The Palestinian demands that same right  
     and is being treated in the same manner. In this painting I demonstrate the following idea: the Israeli soldiers  
     are wearing army uniforms while Jesus has nothing except for the truth. When they searched him at the en- 
     trance to Jerusalem, they found a stone, a piece of bread and fish and he was cuffed. This is the Palestinian  
     from the beginning of the struggle until its end–if it will ever end.” 4

     This artist’s depiction is consistent with the Palestinian Authority’s official position defining Jesus himself  
     as a “Palestinian.” In an article from the Palestinian Authority’s official newspaper about the city of Naza 
     reth, Jesus is defined as the first Palestinian murdered by Jews.

     The headline: “The city in which the Jews murdered the first of its Palestinian sons.”

     The article states:
     “The Jews tried to attack it (Nazareth) many times and established settlements there. But the Palestinian  
     people of Nazareth are still keeping their Palestinian customs and traditions…The Palestinian language is  
     still spoken to the point that when speaking with them you can feel that time and the Zionist occupation will  
     not be able to change the face of the Palestinian Nazareth, and that it still has not forgotten nor will it for 
     get her first son (Jesus), which the Jews betrayed and handed over to the emperor and insisted on his kill- 
     ing…Inevitably the savior will one day come to Nazareth to return the joy.”5

     Note that the official PA daily the Israeli city of Nazareth is presented as a temporarily conquered Palestinian  
     city.

Islam’s eternal war religious against the Jewish People

Every Friday, Palestinian television broadcasts a sermon from a mosque. The Palestinian Authority’s religious 
leaders’ sermons express the same opinions as the Hamas.

A. Teaching that Israel’s existence is forbidden according to Islamic law by Palestinian Authority religious  
     leader, this summer:
 
     “Muslim Palestine is one and cannot be divided. There is no difference between Haifa and Nablus, Lod and  
     Ramallah, Jerusalem and Nazareth or Gaza and Ashkelon. Palestinian is Wakf land (Muslim religious trust)  
     that belongs to Muslims throughout the world and no one has the right to give it up or to forsake. Whoever  



     does this is a traitor to the trust and is nothing but a criminal whose end shall be in hell.” 6

     [Al Aksa mosque. Sheik Yusef Abu Sneina]

B. Israeli-Palestinian relations are defined as a holy war, and the Jewish people are seen as the enemies of Islam.  
     The following are the words of a Palestinian Authority religious preacher, Dr. Ahmed Yusuf Abu Halabiya:
     “We the Palestinian nation, our fate from Allah is to be the edge of the sword in the war against the Jews   
     until the resurrection of the dead, as the prophet Muhammad said: ‘the resurrection of the dead will not ar-   
     rive until you will fight the Jews and kill them.’ We the Palestinians are the edge of the sword in this issue  
     and in this campaign, whether or not we want this. All of the agreements being agreed are temporary.” 7

    “Jerusalem, Palestine and Al Aksa, the land and its surroundings that Allah had blessed, will remain the focus  
     of the struggle between truth and falsehood, between the Jews and non-Jews over this holy land. It does not  
     matter how many agreements will be signed or how many contracts will be confirmed. The truth is in the  
     Koran, which is verified in the words of the prophet Mohammed, that the deciding battle will be in Jerusalem  
     and its surroundings: ‘Resurrection of the dead will not arrive until you fight the Jews.’” 8

     “Oh our Arab brothers…oh our Muslim brothers…don’t leave the Palestinians alone in war against the  
     Jews…even if it has been decreed upon us to be the sharp edge of the sword....Jerusalem, Palestine and Al  
     Aksa…will remain the center of the battle of truth and falsehood, between the Jews and non-Jews.” 9

    “My brothers who are believers, let me take this opportunity, while speaking about the Jews, about their cun- 
     ning ways, their heresy, their jealousy and their attempts to get you to lose your way and to distance you  
     from your rights. Let us take this opportunity, to appreciate the courageous position of the negotiators…We  
     remind them…that Palestine, Jerusalem and Al Aksa are a holy debt to the Muslims, Arabs and us especially,  
     the Palestinian nation. They belong to all of the generations, not only to a specific generation. The generation  
     that is not able to restore its rights must provide the next generations with this opportunity. Through adhering  
     to this right and principle and not forgoing this right until the next generations come, in order to carry out  
     what we have failed to do today, against the enemies of Allah.” 10

     “Palestine…causes the Jews sleeplessness at night, causes sleeplessness to Allah’s enemies throughout the  
     world. They want to cure this abscess called Palestine, Jerusalem and Al Aksa and that is called the beloved  
     and blessed Palestine….Jerusalem is a symbol of the Muslim’s unity and it is a symbol to their strength and  
     to the Muslim people’s Jihad forever.” 11

     The Palestinian Authority’s religious leader rejects any agreement with the Jewish nation, as a message to the  
     peace talks negotiators: 
     “No one, no Arab, Palestinian or Muslim is allowed to forgo one grain of soil of the land of Palestine, Jerusa- 
     lem and Al Aksa....whoever forgoes even one grain of soil will be punished for his sin, for the sins of all  
     Palestinians, for the sins of all Arabs and for all of the Muslim’s sins forever and ever.” 12

     “The Jews gathered from all ends of the earth in our beloved Palestine, from Rosh Ha-Nikra in the north to  
     Eilat in the south…from sea to river, it was all a land of Muslims.” 13

     “Palestine’s borders, the promised Palestine, is from the sea to the river.” 14

     “Allah decreed on us in this lifetime to humiliate the Jews sooner or later.” 15

     “The Muslims and Arabs must stand behind the Palestinian nation, which is the sharp edge of the sword in   
     the war against Allah’s enemies. I swear on Allah, the Jews are Islam’s enemies in this life time.” 16



The Palestinian Authority’s leaders, often repeat their interpretation of Oslo as a temporary agreement, or as a 
part of the PLO’s plan of stages for the liquidation of Israel. This week, Knesset member Abd Al-Malek Daha-
mshe was interviewed on Palestinian television. In response to a viewer who called the studio and said, “Our 
problem with Israel is not a problem of borders but an problem of existence”, he responded: “We are exaggerat-
ing when we say ‘peace’…we are talking about ‘Hudna.’” “Hudna” is an Islamic term that means a “cease-fire” 
agreement rather than peace.

The Hamas leader, Sheik Yassin has also recently expressed willingness for a “Hudna’” with Israel: “We are 
talking about “Hudna” [a cease fire] for a interval, but not about ending the struggle. And for this, a full retreat 
from Gaza and the West Bank must be carried out.” 17

Encouragement of violence in clips and praise for terrorists
The daily Palestinian television broadcasting includes clips that show violence and fighting against Israel and 
the Israeli army. Recently there has been an increase, both in number of broadcasts and in their severity. Like-
wise, there is a sharp increase in the number of pictures of dead Palestinians and others with open wounds.

There are three components to these clips:

A. Pictures of Israeli soldiers committing violent acts: kicking or hitting men, women and children; shooting at  
     rioters and throwing tear gas grenades.

B. Graphic pictures of Palestinians wounded of killed in violence. The pictures include close-up photographs of  
     dead and wounded, of hospitalized children, funerals, bitter crying, screaming, and fearful children and  
     elderly. 

C. Scenes of Palestinians who are rioting and fighting with Israeli soldiers including rock throwing, throwing of  
     fire bombs, etc. In many pictures emphasis is on the activity of the masses in the riots, especially that of  
     children. The scenes are accompanied by marching and military songs including praise of Jihad as well as  
     nationalistic songs. The following is a typical example of a song during the broadcast of a scene of a jail, a  
     dismembered body and the like are being shown:

     “It may be that you steal the last bit of my land
     It may be that you distance my sons to jail
     It may be that you extinguish the flame at night
     It may be that you steal a child from its mother
     Oh enemy, eradicator
     I will never compromise
     And I will fight
     Till the last one of my rights
     I will fight” 18

     The following is another example of words that are heard during a broadcast of Israeli soldiers fighting with   
     Palestinians:
     “Oh agents of the devil oh enemies of man
     I am man son of man
     I am robbed I am wanted I am fearful
     Everyday I die”19

D. The “where are the millions” [the masses] clip has been shown every day this past week, after years of not see- 
     ing this clip at all on Palestinian television. Over the background of scenes of violence and fighting, the follow- 
     ing song is played:
     “Where are the masses?
     Where is the Arab nation?
     Where is the Arab anger?
     Where is the Arab honor?” 20



Children’s Education: “Palestine”–Metulla to Eilat–is temporarily in chains.
The Palestinian Authority continues to educate its children that the entire land of Israel is “Palestine,” that it 
belongs to the Arabs and was stolen from them in 1948. The following are three examples from children’s pro-
gramming on Palestinian television.

A. In “The Birds’ Garden,” a program for young children, the hostess presented the children with a map of Is- 
     rael including the Palestinian Authority areas. The children are taught that all of Israel is “Palestine.” These  
     are her words:

     “Today I chose a really nice drawing for you of the map of Palestine. Lets all look at it together. A draw- 
     ing of Palestine. It’s so beautiful. There is Acre, Haifa, Jaffa, Tiberias [all Israeli cities- ed], Palestine is  
     so beautiful! Our country is so beautiful! You can also see the Dead Sea here. You can see how pretty our  
     land is, how very pretty it is. And to all of our loved ones who are on the map, whether they are from Acre,  
     Haifa, Jaffa, Nazareth…Jerusalem [all Israeli cities- ed] we bid everyone a welcome.” 22

B. In another episode of “The Bird Garden,” the hostess presented a similar drawing of Israel including the   
     Palestinian Authority areas tied in chains. The following is the explanation she gave the children and the  
     hope for the future:

     Hostess: “We have a very pretty picture here…there is a man, and very beautiful things, a tree and…”
     A girl shouts out: “Palestine”
     Hostess: “A picture of the map of Palestine with chains around it, and Allah’s will, my dear ones, these     
     chains will be freed one day and Palestine will remain ours forever.” 23

C. A television clip that had been broadcast in the past dozens of times but stopped following complaints from    
     Israel has been returned. The clip for children defines the entire land of Israel as “Palestine,” saying that in  
     1948 they (the Israelis) took everything… and explains that “they” (the Israelis) changed its name. However   
     it is still “Palestine.”
 
     The clip, called “My Homeland” opens with a group of children that are building “Palestine” with small   
     figures. They are “building” houses and “planting” trees and the atmosphere is one of joy and happiness.    
     These are the words to the song:

     “My box is in my room, my room is in my house, my house is in my neighborhood, my neighborhood is in  
     my country, my country is very pretty, it has houses and oranges and neighbors and trees.”
     
     Suddenly the song stops and the music ends. There is an earthquake and all of the houses and trees fall down   
     and the girl says in a serious and sad voice:

     “Do you know what happened in 1948? They took everything. They emptied the room, they broke the house,   
     they burned down the forest, they changed the names, changed the names…. This is still my country, it is   
     very pretty. My country’s name is Palestine.”

     At the end of the clip the children present themselves by their first name and where they come from. Among  
     them Kafar Kasem, Jerusalem, Haifa, Yaffo and other places within Israel.
     The message to the Palestinian Authority’s children is that Israel’s creation is to be viewed as stealing Pales- 
     tine.” 24

Libelous accusations

A. False accusations like that of Suha Arafat, who said that Israel used gas against the Palestinians, are heard   
     regularly in the Palestinian Authority’s official media. Israel has been recently been blamed for intentional   
     drug distribution in order to hurt PA youth:



     “The minister Intisar Al-Wazir (widow of Abu Jihad) said that her office (the Ministry for Social Affairs)  
     provides all possible help to those fighting drugs however the Israeli authorities are working hard on bring-   
     ing drugs into the Palestinian society.” 25

B. Lies are common blaming Israel for the burning of Al Aksa Mosque (8/21/1969) and for planning the build- 
     ing the third Temple after destroying the mosques. The following is one example:
 
     “How can we be happy today and how can we smile while Jerusalem is being trampled, while Jerusalem is in  
     danger and on the brink of the establishment of the third Temple. That is what they are trying to do today.    
     They want to establish the Temple on the land of Al-Aksa and Jerusalem with Barak’s blessing as well as the   
     blessing of the entire government of Israel and the government of all the Jews. With the establishment of the   
     Temple will be the beginning of the destruction of the Al-Aksa mosque and the building of the Temple on top  
     of its ruins.” 26

C. An Australian non-Jew set the Al-Aksa mosque on fire in 1969. However the PA teaches through its school 
     books and through its leaders that Israel stood behind the fire as part of its war against Islam. During a spe- 
     cial program that commemorated the burning of the mosque, Sheik Ikrima Sabri, the Mufti (Islamic religious  
     leader) of Jerusalem said:

    “Preparations for this crime took place that were expressed in the statements of senior officials and rabbis    
     who said that Al-Aksa does not belong to the Muslims and that it may be destroyed…. They tried to instigate  
     people against those in charge of Al-Aksa and threaten them.... Rohan the Australian who burned Al-Aksa    
     had no idea what Al-Aksa was. He was recruited by number of people who trained him to do this dangerous  
     and sinful task. The long-term goal was, as it was stated back then, a plot whose main goal was to attack the  
     Muslim holy sites.” 27

1. PA TV [Palestinian Television], August 31, 2000  2. Ibid, July 26, 2000 3. Ibid, July 16, 2000 4. Ibid, July 23, 
2000 5. Al-hayat Al-Jadida, January 24, 2000 6. PA TV, September 8, 2000 7. Ibid, July 28, 2000 8. Ibid, August 
11, 2000 9. Ibid, August 11, 2000 10. Ibid, August 11, 2000 11. Ibid 12. Ibid 13. Ibid 14. Ibid 15. Ibid 16. Ibid 
17. Ibid, September 1, 2000 18. Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, July 24, 2000 19. PA TV, July 26, 2000 20. Ibid, July 23, 
2000 21. Ibid, September 10, 2000 22. Ibid, August 31, 2000 23. Ibid, August 28, 2000 24. Ibid, July 25, 2000
25. Ibid, September 11, 2000 26. Ibid, July 23, 2000 27. Ibid, August 11, 2000



Oslo Accords: Israeli withdrawal from disputed territories, establishing framework for Palestinian self-government (1993).

Overview–www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1991to_now_oslo_accords.php 

Thomas Friedman 2004 Interview with Dennis Ross at the Council of Foreign Relations summarizing the strengths and weaknesses of 
the Oslo Process and its aftermath–www.cfr.org/publication/7355/missing_peace.html 

Overview of Declaration of Principles–
www.israel-mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Declaration%20of%20Principles%20-%20
Main%20Points 

Text of Declaration of Principles–www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Peace/dop.html

Clinton Peace Plan (2000)–www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Peace/clinton_plan.html
 
Camp David peace proposals (2000); offer by Barak to trade 95 percent of contiguous West Bank for peace–  
www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Peace/cd2000art.html

Demise of Oslo accords–www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/arafat.html#9

Performance-Based Road Map (2003)–www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2003/20062.htm 

Key People
Yitzhak Rabin
• Biography–www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/rabin.html
• Assassination–www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/rabinass.html
• Eulogies at funeral–www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/eulogy.html

Biography of Shimon Peres–www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/peres.html

Biography of Ehud Barak–www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/barak.html

Biography of Ariel Sharon–www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/sharon.html

Biography of Ehud Olmert–www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/olmert.html

Biography of Yasser Arafat–www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/arafat.html

Biography of Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen)–www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/biography/Abbas.html

Campaign statements of Mahmoud Abbas before Palestinian election (2004)–
www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/arabs/abbasq.html

Biography of Bill Clinton–www.whitehouse.gov/history/presidents/bc42.html

Biography of George W. Bush–www.whitehouse.gov/president/biography.html

Books
Ross, Dennis (2004). The Missing Peace:  The Inside Story of the Fight for Middle East Peace. (Farrar, Straus and Giroux).

Film
Relentless: The Struggle for Peace in the Middle East–failures of Oslo from an Israeli perspective.

Blood and Tears: The Arab-Israeli Conflict–a balanced account of the conflict. Available from Amazon at www.amazon.com/Blood-
Tears-Isidore-Rosmarin/dp/B000P29GJY. Excerpts available on YouTube at youtube.com/watch?v=m3wAn2zgne4&feature=related. 

Yitzhak Rabin biography available at www.amazon.com/Biography-Yitzhak-Rabin-E/dp/6303933149.

Other Resources


