
 
 

Do Palestinians Support BDS? 
 

The Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) Movement against Israel claims to broadly represent 

“Palestinian civil society”. It portrays itself as the true voice of the Palestinian people. While there 

certainly are Palestinians who support the movement, there are also many who do not. 

 

“BDS spokespeople justify calling for boycotts that will result in increased economic hardships for 

the Palestinians by asserting that Palestinians are willing to suffer such deprivations in order to 

achieve their freedom. It goes without saying that they themselves live in comfortable 

circumstances elsewhere in the world and will not suffer any such hardship… this is the kind of 

‘pro-Palestinian activism’ we could well do without.”1  

– Bassem Eid, Palestinian human rights activist 

  

According to Norman Finkelstein, the organizations behind BDS “represent absolutely nothing”. 
 

• “Who are these organizations? They’re NGOs in Ramallah, one person operations... If they really were 

Palestinian Civil Society as they claim, then why can they never organize a demonstration of more than 500 

people? …They’re just Ramallah NGOs which represent absolutely nothing… but they’re telling everyone else 

abroad what to do.” – Norman Finkelstein, leading critic of Israel, 20122 
 

The leadership of the Palestinian Authority opposes the boycott movement. 
 

• “No we do not support the boycott of Israel. We don’t ask anyone to boycott Israel itself.” – Mahmoud Abbas, 

President of the Palestinian Authority, 20133 
 

• Majdi Khaldi, an adviser to Abbas said, "We are neighbors with Israel, we have agreements with Israel, we 

recognize Israel, we are not asking anyone to boycott products of Israel."4 
 

Many Palestinian workers oppose boycotts 
 

• There are 14 Israeli industrial parks in West Bank, with 788 factories. Overall, these factories employ over 

11,000 Palestinians, and pay two to three times what Palestinians make elsewhere on average.5  
 

• In 2014, nearly 14% of the Palestinian workforce in West Bank was working in Israel or Israeli settlements.6  
 

• Thousands of Palestinian farmers have worked with Israelis to learn and improve their agricultural techniques.7 
 

Many Palestinian business leaders and entrepreneurs oppose boycotts 
 

• Palestinian entrepreneurs have participated in countless joint projects with Israelis, and invested millions in 

joint Israeli-Palestinian venture capital.8 An estimated 16,000 Palestinian businesspeople have founded 

companies and factories in Israel and Israeli industrial zones in the West Bank, according to a 2012 study.9 
 

Many Palestinian academics oppose boycotts 
 

• “I’m against the boycott in general, we need more dialogue with the other. That’s why I believe that you 

should not have a general boycott against Israel, or a boycott against Israeli universities.”  

– Mohammed S. Dajani Daoudi, director of American studies at Al-Quds University10 
 

• Former President of Al Quds University Sari Nusseibeh has publicly opposed boycotts.11 The University had 

about 60 joint projects with Israeli institutions, with a combined budget of $5-million in 2009 alone.12 
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