The Security Barrier

In 2002 Israel began building a security barrier to stop West Bank terrorists from
murdering more innocent men, women, and children in Israel. While the barrier has been

successful in saving Israeli lives, it has also created hardships for some Palestinians.
Unfortunately, terrorists have forced Israel to make a terrible choice: make life more
difficult for Palestinian civilians or allow more Israeli civilians to be killed in the streets.

Israel built the security barrier for one purpose: to prevent racist terrorist groups from Killing
Israeli civilians.

e Israel began building the security barrier in 2002, during a brutal Palestinian
suicide bombing and terrorist campaign which claimed the lives of 1,000 Israelis, 97% of the
over 70% of them civilians.! barrier is chain

o . _ link fence.

e Before Israel began building the fence, no natural or artificial barrier prevented

terrorists from simply walking into Israel and attacking innocent Israelis. Since 3% is a wall, mainly

Israel began building the barrier casualties from terrorist attacks have dropped by to prevent snipers
over 90%.2 from shooting

Israeli drivers.

The security barrier does not annex any land in the West Bank.

e Israel has not annexed any land in the West Bank - the land used for the barrier

remains the property of the owner.® The sections built within the West Bank are 7% of the West
there only to protect Israeli civilian communities.* Bank lies on

. ) . the west side

e Israel offered Palestinian owners compensation for the use of their land, budgeted of the barrier,

$540 million to ease the lives of Palestinians affected by the barrier, and
replanted 60,000 Palestinian olive trees. °

next to Israel.

e Palestinians can file legal suits to change the route of the barrier and have done so successfully on
numerous occasions.® Israel has moved the barrier away from the villages of Bil’in, Azzun, Nebi Alias, and
others.”

The security barrier does not violate the 4th Geneva Convention, as some claim.

e The 4™ Geneva Convention does not apply to the West Bank according to numerous legal scholars, including
former Dean of Yale Law School Eugene Rostow.®

e Even if the 4™ Geneva Convention did apply, the barrier does not violate it because the Convention allows
occupying powers to take proportionate measures to maintain security and protect civilians. The barrier,
which has saved countless civilian lives, fits into this category.®

o Israel voluntarily applies certain aspects of the 4" Geneva Convention to safeguard the rights of Palestinian
civilians. It has rerouted the security barrier on numerous occasions to avoid causing disproportionate harm
to Palestinian residents.'°

e Multiple democratic countries use similar barriers to keep the peace in conflict-prone areas. Examples
include India’s barrier in Kashmir and the Peace Lines in Northern Ireland.

When the two sides reach a peace agreement and the threat of Palestinian
terrorism ceases the barrier can be removed.
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